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The British Isles, the geographic term for the group of islands, is located northwest of
Europe. Between the Europe and the British Isles are the English Channel and Strait of Do-
ver, southeast of the British Isles. Its geo-location is 49°51'48"N—-60°50"46"N, 10°40'53"W—
1°45'46"E™M (Figure 1, Figure 2).
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Figure 1 Map of British Isles (.shp format) Figure 2 Map of British Isles (.kmz format)

There are 11,918 islands in the British Isles, including small islands, isles and independent
rocks with area bigger than 10 m”. Together England, Wales, and Scotland constitute Great
Britain, the larger of the two principal islands, while Northern Ireland and the republic of
Ireland constitute the second largest island, Ireland. The Great Britain Island area is
219,126.00 km? and its coastline is 13,197.60 km. the Ireland area is 83,473.40 km? and its
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coastline is 7,261.43 km. Besides the two large islands, there are some isles in the British
Isles such as the Isles of Scilly off the southwest coast, the Isle of Wight off the souther—n
coast, the Orkney Islands and Shetland Islands off the northern coast, the Hebrides off the
northwestern coast, the isle of Anglesey off the western coast, and so on. A series of small
islands are also included™, which are Islay, South Ronaldsay, Arran, Baleshare, Yell, Keel,
Hoy, Unst, Rum, Tiree, Coll, Vatersay, Raasay, Sanday, Westray, Rousay, Colonsay, Stronsay,
Foulness Island, Coral Strand, Eigg, Orkney Island, Shapinsay, Bressay, Lismore, and so on.
The total area of the British Isles is 315,813.97 km? and the total coastline of it is 35,152.00
km (Table 1).

Table 1 Geo-location, area and coastline of main islands of the British Isles

Name of island Geo-location Center of island Are? Coastline (km)
(km”)

Great Britain 49°57"28"N—-58°40"20"N, 53°56'38"N, 219,126.00 13,197.60
6°13'42"W-1°45'46"E 2°3121"W

Ireland 51°26'51"N-55°23"2"N, 53°25'33"N, 83,473.40 7,261.43
10°28'48"W-5°25'56"W 7°53'5"W

Isles of Lewis 57°43'39"N-58°30'59"N, 58°7'59"N, 2,169.36 934.16
7°8'11"W-6°8'6"W 6°39'31"W

Isles of Skye 57°1'3"N-57°42'30"N, 57°21'41"N, 1,655.27 628.33
°47'23"W-5°38'51"W 6°14'49"W

Isle of Mull 56°15'50"N-56°39"25"N, 56°26'48"N, 898.55 395.66
6°23'9"W-5°38'45"W 6°1'16"W

Islay 55°34'43"N-55°56"20"N, 55°45'39"N, 625.12 244.22
6°31'34"W-6°1'8"W 6°14'45"W

South Ronaldsay 58°43'46"N-59°9'16"N, 58°5928"N, 581.85 368.51
3°22'5"W-2°42'10"W 3°5'38"W

Isle of Man 54°3'12"N-54°25'5"N, 54°13'42"N, 571.65 167.40
4°47'40"W—4°18"29"W 4°32'16"W

Arran 55°26'1"N-55°43"17"N, 55°34'18"N, 432.41 98.56
5°23'52"W-5°4'44"W 5°14'15"W

Isle of Wight 50°34'29"N-50°46'3"N, 50°40'30"N, 383.55 158.51
1°35'12"W-1°4'9"W 1°17'51"W

Baleshare 57°29'48"N-57°44"21"N, 57°36'6"N, 337.69 438.12
7°32'59"W-7°3'46"W 7°1723"W

Yell 60°28'58"N—-60°44'3"N, 60°36"23"N, 212.92 186.70
1°12'19"W-0°58'52"W 1°5'37"W

Keel 53°52'25"N-54°1'52"N, 53°57'59"N, 153.25 121.03
10°15'32"W-9°54'51"W 10°2'12"W

Hoy 58°46'17"N-58°55'57"N, 58°51'5"N, 146.38 95.42
3°26'12"W-3°7'47"W 3°17'39"W

Unst 60°40'11"N—60°5046"N, 60°45'32"N, 122.03 124.82
0°59'4"W-0°45"28"W 0°52'56"W

Rum 56°56'5"N-57°3'38"N, 57°0'1"N, 108.52 54.04
6°27'38"W—-6°14'17"W 6°20"7"W

Isle of Sheppey 51°21'16"N-51°26'57"N, 51°23'49"N, 91.06 54.02
0°43'18"E-0°57'3"E 0°50'4"E

Tiree 56°26'23"N-56°33"24"N, 56°30'3"N, 82.37 96.47
7°0"28"W—6°43"24"W 6°53'5"W

Coll 56°33'45"N-56°41'30"N, 56°37'44"N, 77.36 102.52
6°42'38"W—-6°27"2"W 6°33'40"W

Vatersay 56°54'31"N-57°3'33"N, 56°58'42"N, 72.62 125.82
7°34'58"W-7°22'30"W 7°28'43"W

Raasay 57°19'42"N-57°30"24"N, 57°24'8"N, 62.29 63.35
6°5'19"W-5°58'42"W 6°2"21"W

Sanday 59°112"N-59°18'48"N, 59°1528"N, 52.40 106.90
2°42'6"W-2°23"22"W 2°33'56"W

(To be continued on the next page)
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The dataset was developed based on the Google Earth and related maps and references,
and its spatial vector data is from EU 12 shoreline m_gg 2015shp.rar of the Global Mul-
tiple Scale Shorelines Dataset Based on Google Earth Images (2015)". The dataset is con-
sisted of 15 data files and archived in the .kmz and .shp'*! data formats with the data size of
244 MB (Compressed to 101 MB in two files).
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